Minutes of monthly meeting of Ardee Town Council held in Mid-Louth Civic Services Centre, Fairgreen, on Wednesday 12th October 2011 at 7.30 pm

Other Members:
Councillors Ml Farrelly (Cathaoirleach), P. McGeough, L. Hatrick, J. Tenanty, F. McCoy, F. Malone, D. Minogue, M. Kavanagh, P McKenny

Apologies:
 M Roe, Town Clerk



Officials:

J. McGuinness, DoS/Town Manager






S. O’Reilly, Act. Senior Executive Engineer






-------------------------------

MINUTE 82/11

Minutes
On the proposal of Cllr. Malone, seconded by Cllr. McKenny, the minutes of the Special Meeting on Tuesday 27th September 2011 were adopted

On the proposal of Cllr. McCoy, seconded by Cllr. Malone, the minutes of the Monthly Meeting on Wednesday 14th September 2011 were adopted

MINUTE 83/11

Matters Arising

Cllr. Farrelly advised the Members that the Presidential Candidate Sean Gallagher would be visiting Ardee on October 26th at 8.30pm and a visit has been organised by the Ardee Traders of which he was a Member.
MINUTE 84/11

Halloween Fireworks Display

The Chairman advised the Members in relation to the planned fireworks display at Halloween which will be carried out on a similar arrangement to the previous year.

Some discussion took place with regard to the use of Ardee Castle for telling Ghost stories over this weekend and this would be arranged in conjunction with the Ardee Historical Society.  It was agreed that the Town Clerk would co-ordinate with dates and timings of events over this period.

MINUTE 85/11

Town Twinning

The Chairman confirmed that a sub-committee had been established to work on the events for the next visit of Nettuno, Italy and that the sub-committee would report back to the full meeting of Council.

MINUTE 86/11

Pay Parking Review
J. McGuinness, Director of Service briefed the Members in relation to the final aspects of the Pay-Parking review, discussing a number of points including;

· Traffic calming measures.
· Locations of parking bays.
· Designation of particular streets in long-stay, medium-stay and short-stay, a proposed charging mechanism of 20c, 60c and 80c respectively for these areas.

He advised that he would bring back a full proposal to Council at the November meeting, which would include all the necessary Bye-Laws and also include Bye-Laws for the management of skips in the town of Ardee with a daily charge to ensure the proper placing of skips including safety issues.

The Members noted same and discussed a number of matters including enforcement of the Bye-Laws, the possibility of having 2 hours free or Saturday free parking, appropriate signage, co-operation with traders, facilitation of festivals, coach parking and loading bays.  In conclusion the Members agreed that the full proposal could be forwarded to the November meeting of Ardee Town Council and then it would be brought to the Louth County Council, which is the legislative body in this case. 
MINUTE 87/11

Age Friendly Action Plan

J. McGuinness circulated a table which had been previously incorporated as part of actions of the Ardee Local Area Plan and indicated that costings had been provided on same and indications of likely timelines.  It would be hoped that any funding raised from pay parking would facilitate these works over the next 3 years. It was noted that in particular the table will reduce because a number of items will physically not happen and that a number of other aspects will be included as part of the pay parking scheme.  Members considered the table and noted same and discussed a number of points including bus shelters, signage.

It was agreed that the Town Clerk on behalf of Ardee Town will co-ordinate any co-ordination of signage from various projects which are planned and proposed in Ardee and revert to the Town Council.

MINUTE 88/11

Planned Works

Sean O’Reilly, Acting Senior Executive Engineer circulated a list of works for October and November.  A number of matters in particular were discussed including pedestrian access on N33 and barriers and bollards.
MINUTE 89/11

Notice of Motion from other Councils

Kilkee Town Council – Review School Re-Opening Dates

There was no proposer or seconder to this motion

Monaghan County Council- Call for Government to desist from introducing water and property charges.

On proposal the proposal of Cllr. P. McGeough and seconded by Cllr. P. McKenny, this motion was agreed.

Monaghan Town Council – Calls for Government to Fast-Track Criminal Justice Community Services Bill 

On the proposal of Cllr. P. McGeough and seconded by Cllr. M. Farrelly that this motion was agreed.
MINUTE 90/11

Correspondence

Ardee Community School

The correspondence was noted and it was agreed that the sub-committee would discuss this matter and also that the Town Clerk would also correspond with the school directly.

AMAI Newsletter

Noted

Mayors Office, Drogheda – Re: World War I Commemoration

A discussion ensued, on the proposal of Cllr. P. McKenny and seconded by Cllr. F. McCoy, it was agreed that Ardee Town Council should consider a fitting memorial at the anniversary of WWI in 2014 with the installation of same at the Fair Green park and that this would be considered as a motion at the next Council meeting.

Nuclear Free Local Authority All Ireland Forum

Forum noted.

MINUTE 91/11

Any Other Business

It was noted that Paul Gallagher, Senior Executive Engineer retires on the 30th November next.  It was agreed that the Town Clerk would co-ordinate on marking this occasion.  

On the proposal of Cllr. J. Tenanty and seconded by Cllr. M. Farrelly, it was agreed that a leaflet would be prepared and circulated, similar to the Joint Policing Committee on work of Ardee Town Council

A request was also made that the Ardee Town Council website be updated.

On the proposal of Cllr. F. Malone and seconded by Cllr. F. McCoy, it was agreed that the ‘Lone Solider Memorial’ on Drogheda and ‘Fosters Statue’ at Market Square should be reviewed because if it’s current condition.

A vote of sympathy was passed on the proposal of Cllr. J. Tenanty and seconded by Cllr. D. Minogue in relation to the late Nell Crawley.

That concluded the meeting.

Signed:
____________________

Dated:
_____________




Chairman

